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FOODBANK 
Statement 

HON PAUL BROWN (Agricultural) [9.43 pm]: A couple of weeks ago, I stood up in this house and spoke 
about how Hon Colin Holt and I have teamed up with Foodbank to fill the protein gap that Foodbank has in its 
food pack program. As most members will be aware, Foodbank supplies about four million meals a year across 
both metropolitan and regional Western Australia. It also oversees the School Breakfast Program, which sees 
about 17 000 children each week provided with a healthy start to the school program. That is a very worthwhile 
program.  

Over the last two days, at both the Muchea and Katanning saleyards, my colleague Hon Colin Holt and I have 
teamed together with Foodbank and a range of stakeholders within the agricultural industry, including live 
exporters, meat processors, graziers, traders, livestock agents such as Landmark, Elders, Primaries and 
Westcoast, along with a range of transport companies such as Matthews Transport and Treasure and Sons, and 
also some other meat processors in Hillside Meat Processors and Fletcher’s Meats, to provide their support for 
the Foodbank program. Over those two days, we were able to arrange for 400 sheep to be donated to Foodbank, 
which will provide about 72 000 meal portions for those very valuable food packs that Foodbank distributes. As 
I said earlier, there is a large protein gap in these hunger relief agencies. It is wonderful to have the support of 
the Western Australian agricultural industry for this initiative. It just shows everybody how the Western 
Australian agricultural industry gets behind these sorts of initiatives. It gives, wonderfully, of its time and effort 
and, more importantly, of its produce to these fantastic charities. We have seen a great deal of support for this 
program both in the media and throughout the industry. We are now looking at Foodbank rolling out this 
program every year. It is anticipated that this annual event will occur in the week before the Royal Show. 
I encourage everybody in this house to get behind the program next year. I hope that all my regional colleagues 
are also very supportive of the program. 
This house should commend the initiative and the charity of Foodbank for being able to provide those 
four million meals a year out of centres such as Kewdale in Perth, Albany, Bunbury, Kalgoorlie and Geraldton. 
The Geraldton centre has just been approved to receive royalties for regions funding to the tune of $2.1 million 
to upgrade its facility to a purpose-built facility to provide the greater northern area of Western Australia with 
more than one million meals a year. 
It has been a wonderful two days for me and Hon Colin Holt to help deliver this initiative. I thank the 
agricultural industry for its wonderful support and I look forward to being able to do it again next year. 
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